happening, which is a relief to everyone and
probably explains why the mood of the evening
is conspicuously more light-hearted than you
might ever have e . Considering the kind
of Hak he's fielded , Guy Chadwick seems
sitively cheerful. Smiling, he demonsirates

is full and comprehensive command of French.
“Mexci,” he grins nervously. “Cetchanson
s'appelle. . .” There's something endearing
about coming on so gauche in Paris, and the
audience responds with affection.

But despite whole housing estates of love, it
takes a little time fo sweepn?mm anguﬁi;_ilnh
action. The show and the projected
come alive atabout the same fime with "'I"l'z':’I
Girl With The Loneliest Eyes”, h
"Christine” is welc like an old friend,
tonight's audience worm more emphatically to
thot other kinder, gentler House Of Love that
runs as sweet as honey from “Man To Child” dll
the way through to Beatles And The
Stones”.

Listening to the lonesome echo of these songs,
it sounds like Guy is now, more than ever,
seeking out a constituency of the di .
I's hard, however, notto feel that The House Of
Love have somehow missed a wave that by
now they should have been surfing. Whatever
the individual highs of this show, the suspicion
remains that something about HOLisn"t quite
right-there are siill perhaps foo many
unresolved coniradictions, too many unrealised
aspiralions, foo many uncomfortable
juxtapositions of sound and image. There are
still too many crude insights passing themselves
off as starfling revelations, too many broad
strokes instead of the fine detail these songs
reaily need. But then there’s the sweetness of
their music atits best, Guy's absent-minded
nostalgia, the slow chiming guitars that now
characterise their mostevacative moments and
the sense of a latent power twisted back on
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FINALLY, that secret Paris gig. can almost agree with the much-maligned Chadwick that this
As the crowds jostle and push across the sireet, however, it's | fimeitIS going to happen for The House Of Love.

notlooking like a particularly well kept secret. Butatleast it's LUKEC MM 3/2/%




